section.  Further, given the fact that Mr. Toth was person-
ally checking on the telephone system, and in view of manage-
ment's suspicions that miners were deliberately sabotaging
the telephones, I find it doubtful that Mr. Ribel would
place himself in the position of being "fingered11 as the
responsible party.  Assuming that Mr. Ribel was a party to
the prior acts of alleged telephone sabotage, since the
culpable party or parties had not as yet been discovered, I
find it rather unlikely that Mr. Ribel would do anything to
cast suspicion on him.  Since Mr. Ribel had an otherwise
clear employment record, and there is no indication that he
did not perform his job properly, or had ever been in any
trouble on the job, I find it doubtful that,he would risk
his livelihood by sabotaging a telephone while his bosses
were on the section.

Mr. Toth has conceded that his conclusion that Mr. Ribel
was the person who cut the wire was based on "circumstantial
evidence."  Mr. Toth's rationale for pointing the finger at
Mr. Ribel was his belief that Mr. Ribel was the only person
who had access to the phone and the opportunity to cut the
wire.  My previous finding was that this was not so, and that
other individuals who were present on the section had ready
access to the telephone and also had an opportunity to cut
the wire in question.

Although it may be true that at the time Mr. Toth con-
fronted Mr. Ribel about the damaged telephone wire, Mr. Toth
believed that he had the "right man," I believe that
Mr. Toth's conclusion that Mr. Ribel was the guilty party
was influenced in part by Mr. Toth's hostility and animosity
towards Mr. Ribel and certain members of his crew.  I believe
that this hostility was the result of the disruptive and pro-
tracted safety confrontations between Mr. Hawkins and his
crew, and the fact that Mr. Ribel and several of his
co-workers chose to make safety and discrimination complaints
over the practice of double cutting and other mining
practices.

I believe that one can reasonably conclude that Mr. Toth
considered Mr. Ribel to be a disruptive force among his crew,
particularly in light of the decreased production which
resulted from Mr. Ribel's leadership role in refusing to
double cut. Further, shortly before the discovery of the cut
wire, Mr. Toth had abruptly left a meeting with Mr. Ribel's
crew after being provoked by Mr. Wells. The remarks attri-
buted to Mr. Toth against Mr. Wells, which I believe were
made, were construed by several members of the crew aa
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